
 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 
To:    Jeanne Sylvester, Chair 
   Architectural Commission Members 
   
From:    Tim Verbeke, Senior Planner 

    
Subject:  440 Robert Parker Coffin Road 
 Addresses: 444/440/438/434/432 Robert Parker Coffin Road 
 
Requests:  Commercial Building Alterations – B1 Historic Downtown 
 
Public Meeting Date:  February 26, 2024 

 
Attachments: 1. Petitioner’s Application 
 2. Location Map 
 3. Applicable Downtown Design Standards 

 

PETITIONER Ryan Messner  
  On Behalf of 440 RPC LLC 
  440 Robert Parker Coffin Road 
  Long Grove, IL 60047 
 
REQUEST 
 
Review and approval of alterations proposed for the non-residential structure at 440 Robert Parker Coffin Road. 
The scope of the project includes replacement of the siding for the entire building which encompasses addresses 
444/440/438/434/432 Robert Parker Coffin Road. 
 
HISTORY 
 
Amers Gallery most recently occupied 432 Robert Parker Coffin Road. This shop specialized in framed original oil 
paintings and mirrors, distinctive array of home accessories and select furniture pieces. 
 
The Irish Boutique is still occupying the property at 434 Robert Parker Coffin Road. This is an Irish & Celtic import 
stores. Items on sale include hand crafted jewelry, sweaters, crystal, pottery, Guinness barware/clothing, baby & 
kid’s clothing/gifts and more. There is a large selection of imported grocery items from Ireland and UK. 
 
Viking Treasures most recently occupied 438 Robert Parker Coffin Road. This shop was a "treasure trove" of 
Scandinavian Gifts and Viking products from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, and Finland. 
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Amberland Artisans most recently occupied 440 Robert Parker Coffin Road. Amberland refers to the Baltic 
countries, and besides Latvian-style silver or gold jewelry (some with amber) were made in a workshop on the 
premises or imported. There was always an array of home accessories including, hand-loomed wool blankets 
and flax table linens from Latvia, ceramics made by local Baltic artisans and decorative leather boxes. 
 
The space at 444 Robert Parker Coffin Road is currently being used as a community theater run by the Long 
Grove Parks District.  
 
PROPOSED PROJECT 
 

• All existing wood and stucco will be removed from the entire building. New gray Hardie Plank siding will 
be installed along with new white Hardie Shingle Stagg around the windows.  

• Build and install white sign background for each unit per customer specifications.  

• All window and door capping will be removed. The condition of the wall and door/window frames will be 
evaluated for potential replacement. 

• There is no proposal for new landscape design or material.   
 
INTERNAL REVIEW  
 
The construction plans are under review by the Building Department.   
 
ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION DECISION 
 
The AC should review the proposed project against the regulations Downtown Design Guidelines and the Long 
Grove Style and render a determination based upon those criteria as well as the appropriateness of the 
alterations at this location in relation to the other downtown structures. An excerpt from the Long Grove 
Downtown Design Guidelines is included as an attachment to this report for consideration by the Commission. 
Additionally, section 7-2-4 of the Code of Ordinances describes the appropriate application of the Long Grove 
Style as follows: 
 

Planning and Design Guidelines for Privately-owned Properties in the Historic Downtown 
 
 Architecture  

• Emphasize street corners with signature architectural design. 

• Vary the architectural styles of contiguous buildings to reflect the eclectic feel of the 
existing buildings in the Historic Business District. 

• Emphasize the distinction between fronts, sides, and backs of the buildings with 
architectural design elements and / or building materials. 

• Incorporate the mass, dimension, scale, materials, facade articulation, roof lines, and 
overall character of the Historic Downtown into the architectural design of new 
structures. 

• Provide entrances at ground level and insure barrier-free access to buildings. 
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Roofs and Facades 

• Design buildings facades with a base, middle, and top. 

• Subdivide large facades vertically with windows, columns, or other architectural 
features. 

• Thoughtfully integrate ornamentation into the overall building design. 

• Use dormers, skylights, and clerestories to enliven the appearance of roofs. 

• Do not use false facades or false roof lines. 

• Do not use mansard roofs. 

• Do not use vinyl or metal sidings. 

• Develop a rhythm of design elements, such as alternating windows, to create interest 
in the building’s facade. 

• Incorporate windows in front building facade to highlight retail or commercial spaces. 
 
Building Materials 

• Use high-quality, long-lasting building materials (preferred primary building materials 
include stone, brick, and wood). 

• The following materials are considered inappropriate for the Historic Downtown: 
Concrete block, concrete masonry units, corrugated fiberglass, imitation rock work, and 
mirror or metallized reflective glass. 

• Select masonry colors which are compatible with adjacent structures. 

• Use building materials with warm colors. Trim colors should be contrasting but 
compatible with the building’s color. 

 
In accordance with Section 2-3-3 of the Code of Ordinances, the Architectural Commission may withhold its 
approval for permits which do not conform to these guidelines. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
The AC should consider whether the materials used, and overall design of the proposed structure aligns with 
the character of the Long Grove Historic Downtown District. The AC should comment on the overall design as 
presented.  
 
Recommendations for the AC from staff: 
 

• The building has had many renovations over time.   

• Is the overall design of the building in conformance with the Long Grove Style? 

• Is the overall use of a single Hardie Board siding color going to create monotony along the street facing 
façade? Or should the applicant explore several siding colors similar to current conditions?  

• Will any door and/or window replacement discovered during construction require additional AC approval?  
 
 
TV 



Location Map: 440 Robert Parker Coffin Road
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From: The Village of Long Grove 

To: The Village of Mundelein 

Thank you for your review. Please contact me with any questions. 

Margerita Romanello 

Building and Permitting Specialist (847) 634-9440    mromanello@longgroveil.gov 

Plan Review Request Date: 01/26/2024 

The attached plans are ready for plan review # ___1__ 

Permit #JCAL24-0002 

Project address: 440 ROBERT PARKER COFFIN ROAD 

Project description: Commercial Alterations; NEW EXTERIOR SIDING  

Applicant: MESSNER, RYAN,     (847) 331 7011 ,  RYAN@RYANMESSNERAGENCY.COM

Notes/History 

▪ The following documents are being sent:

(1) WORK PROPOSAL: MR ROOF & REMODELING CO 1/10/24

(2) PICTURES

▪ Mundelein needs to review for zoning.

▪ Please cc me on any interim communications and/or plan reviews with the applicant.

▪ Please send back electronic copies of the plan review, the review fee sheet, and the inspection list.
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Prepared by ESI Consultants, Ltd. 
in association with
Hitchcock Design Group and
Business District, Inc.

June 2008

Village of Long Grove 

Historic Downtown and Business District
Planning and Design Guidelines



Maintain a compact and walkable retail core.

Enhance the comfort, safety, and hospitality offered to visitors and residents.

Provide alternative roadway connections by creating a new network of local streets.

Improve the distribution and convenience of parking.

Enhance existing open spaces.

Create new, family-friendly public spaces along Buffalo Creek.

Create new public opens spaces along Old McHenry Road in the Triangle Sub-district.

Avoid development located within the Buffalo Creek fl oodplain between Illinois Route 53 and Robert Parker 
Coffi n Road.

Create pedestrian pathway connections between public spaces, commercial developments, residential areas, 
and regional trail systems.

Ensure that new development aligns with the character and uses within the Historic Downtown.

Promote signature design with a focus on corners of roadway intersections.

New and in-fi ll development is encouraged to meet the standards of the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System for the design, 
construction, and operation of buildings.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

Planning and Design Principles

6   Historic Downtown and Business District



Long Grove Style

Architecture Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Complement the architectural style of existing buildings within the Historic Downtown 
(complementary styles are not limited to Victorian or Greek Revival).

•

Roofs and Facades Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
additions:

Allow flat roofs in conjunction with gently sloped roofs for office and commercial 
buildings if the roofs are well designed.

Use overhanging roofs wherever possible.

Use green roofs wherever possible.

•

•

•

Building Material Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Decorative concrete masonry units are allowed in the Business District within service 
areas and / or at the rear of the building, hidden from street views.

•

Long Grove Style

Architecture Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 7-2-4, Long Grove 
Style, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed below.

Emphasize street corners with signature architectural design.

Vary the architectural styles of contiguous buildings to reflect the eclectic feel of the 
existing buildings in the Historic Business District.

Emphasize the distinction between fronts, sides, and backs of the buildings with 
architectural design elements and / or building materials.

Incorporate the mass, dimension, scale, materials, facade articulation, roof lines, 
and overall character of the Historic Downtown into the architectural design of new 
structures.

Provide entrances at ground level and insure barrier-free access to building.

•

•

•

•

•

Roofs and Facades Design buildings facades with a base, middle, and top.

Subdivide large facades vertically with windows, columns, or other architectural 
features.

Thoughtfully integrate ornamentation into the overall building design.

Use dormers, skylights, and clerestories to enliven the appearance of roofs.

Do not use false facades or false roof lines.

Do not use mansard roofs.

Do not use vinyl or metal sidings.

Develop a rhythm of design elements, such as alternating windows, to create interest in 
the building’s facade. 

Incorporate widows in front building facade to highlight retail or commercial spaces.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Building Material Use high quality, long lasting building materials (preferred primary building materials 
include stone, brick, and wood).

The following materials are considered inappropriate for the Historic Downtown: 
Concrete block, concrete masonry units, corrugated fiberglass, imitation rock work, and 
mirror or metallized reflective glass. 

Select masonry colors which are compatible with adjacent structures.

Use building materials with warm colors. Trim colors should be contrasting but 
compatible with the building’s color.

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown  Business District

Planning and Design Guidelines 
Privately-owned Properties, continued 
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Emphasize the distinction between fronts, sides, and backs of buildings 

with architectural design elements and / or building materials.

Design building façades with a base, middle, and top.

Use high quality, long lasting building materials.

Use architectural design elements that harmonize with the classical styles 

of existing buildings in the Business District.

Subdivide large façades vertically with windows, columns, or other 

architectural features. 

Use high quality, long lasting building materials.



Uses

Land uses within the Business District must be compliant with uses set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Zoning Code, Title 5. The following uses will be 
allowed within the zoning district under a Planned Unit Development.

Route 83 Sub-district Retail (In-line, anchor, and outlot)

Office as a stand alone building or in a location that 
does not break continuous retail frontages

Residential appropriate on south end

*Please note the design for the Route 83 Sub-district is conceptual 

and does not represent the final design of the area. More than one 

design solution is possible and creative proposals for the final site 

design are encouraged by the Village of Long Grove.

•

•

•

Route 53 Sub-district Drive to retail on the west corner of Old McHenry Road 
and IL Route 53. No banks, drugstores, gas stations, or 
drive-thrus will be allowed.

Office per existing Planned Unit Development

Residential south of IL Route 53

No buildings and / or roads located within the Buffalo 
Creek Floodplain.

*Please note the design for the Route 53 Sub-district is conceptual 

and does not represent the final design of the area. More than one 

design solution is possible and creative proposals for the final site 

design are encouraged by the Village of Long Grove.

•

•

•

•

Uses

Land uses within the Historic Downtown must be compliant with uses set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Zoning Code, Title 5. The following uses will 
be allowed within the zoning district under a Planned Unit Development.

Historic Core 
Sub-district

Retail

Office 

Open Space

Parking

•

•

•

•

Triangle Sub-district Retail close to existing downtown

Office on upper floors or east of retail area

Hotel on upper floors or east of retail area

Residential

No buildings and / or roads located within the 
Buff alo Creek Floodplain

•

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown Business District

Planning and Design Guidelines 
Privately-owned Properties

Planning and Design Guidelines   9

Open Space

Approximate 1/2 acre of open space with frontage 

along Old McHenry Road. Passive and active recreation 

required.

Old McHenry Road

Robert Parker Coffin Road

IL Route 53

Old McHenry Road

IL
 R

ou
te

 8
3

Aptakisic Road

IL Route 53

Old McHenry Road

*Please note the design for the Historic Core Sub-district is conceptual and does not represent the final design of 

the area. More than one design solution is possible and creative proposals for the final site design are encouraged 

by the Village of Long Grove

*Please note the design for the Triangle Sub-district is conceptual and does not represent the final design of the area. 

More than one design solution is possible and creative proposals for the final site design are encouraged by the 

Village of Long Grove

Detention / Open Space

Retail

Mixed-Use
Retail and Offi  ce

Mixed-Use
Commercial / Offi  ce / 
Residential / Hospitality

Offi  ce

Retail

Detention / 
Open Space

Residential

Mixed-Use
Retail and Offi  ce

Open Space
No development allowed within the fl oodplain
Only passive recreation is allowed

Open Space
Only passive recreation is allowed

Open Space
No development allowed within the Buff alo Creek 
Floodplain between Old McHenry Road and IL 
Route 53.
Only passive recreation is allowed

Mixed-Use
Retail and Offi  ce

Mixed-Use
Commercial / Offi  ce / Residential / Hospitality



Bulk, Space, and Yard Requirements

Height Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-4-10, Bulk, Space, 
and Yard Requirements with, to the greatest extent possible, the below additions / 
exceptions:

Building heights of new or in fill development should complement the existing pattern 
of building heights.

New buildings should reflect the width and height proportionate to neighboring 
structures. Roof must maintain a compatible roof form and line with adjacent buildings.

Triangle Sub-district Height

Maximum of 30 feet adjacent to Old McHenry Road

Maximum of 40 feet set back a minimum of 200 feet from Old McHenry Road

•

•

•

•

Yards and Setbacks Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-4-10. Bulk, Space, 
and Yard Requirements with, to the greatest extent possible, the below additions / 
exceptions:

Setback areas within the Historic Downtown should work in tangent to maintain the 
alignment of facades adjacent to the sidewalks and pedestrian areas.

Setbacks should create a positive image and should be similar in dimension to setbacks 
of adjacent buildings.

Exceptions may be granted if the proposed setback is pedestrian focused and contributes 
to the quality and character of the streetscape. 

Historic Core Sub-district Minimum Setbacks

From Old McHenry Road: 20 feet

From Robert Parker Coffin Road: 10 feet

Triangle Sub-district Minimum Setbacks

From Old McHenry Road: 20 feet

From Illinois Route 53: 100 feet

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Coverage Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-4-10. Bulk, Space, 
and Yard Requirements with, to the greatest extent possible, the below additions / 
exceptions:

A variety of sizes and massing is encouraged in the Triangle Sub-district.

New building should respect the scale of Downtown.

Historic Core Sub-district Coverage

Structural Coverage: 7,000 square feet

Gross Impervious Coverage: 85%

Triangle Sub-district Coverage

Structural Coverage: 7,000 square feet

Gross Impervious Coverage: 85%

•

•

•

•

•

•

Bulk, Space, and Yard Requirements

Height Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the 
below differences:

Route 83 Sub-district Height

Maximum of 40 feet for commercial uses

Maximum of 30 feet for residential uses

Route 53 Sub-district Height

Maximum of 40 feet commercial uses

Maximum of 30 feet for residential uses

•

•

•

•

Yards and Setbacks Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the 
below differences:

Route 83 Sub-district Building Setbacks

From Illinois Route 83: 100 feet

From Aptakisic Road: 75 feet

From adjacent residential: 100 feet

Route 53 Sub-district Building Setbacks

From Illinois Route 83: 100 feet

From Illinois Route 53: 100 feet

From Robert Parker Coffin Road: 30 feet 

From Illinois Route 53, west of McHenry Road: 30 feet

From Freemont Way: Match existing residential setbacks

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 Coverage Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the 
below differences:

Route 83 Sub-district Coverage

Floor Area Ratio: 0.16

Gross Impervious Coverage: 72.5%

Route 53 Sub-district Coverage

Commercial Floor Area Ratio: 0.18

Residential Floor Area Ratio: 0.40

Gross Impervious Coverage: 45%

Promenade Development: Follow PUD requirements

•

•

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown Business District
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Bulk, Space, and Yard Requirements

Orientation Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
additions:

Primary entrance of the building should face the main internal circulation streets. 

Configure the building to create focal points of pedestrian activity. 

Buildings within the Route 83 Sub-district should be located along a main axis or main 
street to create a more friendly pedestrian experience .

Outlot buildings should be designed to have four-sided architecture. 

Office buildings should be designed to relate to existing structures on-site. 

Drive-thrus should be located to be screened from any public roadway. 

Route 53 Sub-district Building Setbacks

Proposed buildings should meet all PUD requirements while respecting the existing 
bank building.

Alignment of proposed building should follow a northwest/southeast orientation, as 
shown to the right.  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Sustainable Building 
Techniques

Sustainable Building Techniques should be utilized for new development within the 
Business District. Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown.

Planning and Design Guidelines 
Privately-owned Properties, continued 

Historic Downtown  Business District
Bulk, Space, and Yard Requirements

Orientation Primary entrance of the building should face the main access way, street, or other public 
spaces. The entrance should be easily identifiable by visitors and patrons. 

Configure the building to create focal points of pedestrian activity. 

Sites adjacent to residential uses should orient the building to minimize impacts to 
residents.  

Buildings within the Triangle Sub-district should  be located along a street to create a  
more friendly pedestrian experience.

Corner sites should be designed with attractive front building facades along both street 
frontages.

Buildings should have a clear and functional tie between new and existing structures.

Buildings should define edges of development blocks and should frame open space. 

No drive-thrus are allowed in the Historic Downtown.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Sustainable Building 
Techniques

Property owners are encouraged to follow Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) practices relating to building and construction techniques. New and restored 
building should utilize the LEED Register Project Checklist as a guide.

Example checklist topics include:

Sustainable Sites 

Water Efficiency

Energy and Atmosphere

Materials and Resources

Indoor Environmental Quality

Innovation and Design Process

Additional information and LEED Project checklists can be found on the US Green Building 
Council website.   http://www.usgbc.org

Common green building elements may include:

Green Roofs

Using locally fabricated materials

Interior air quality

Permeable paving

Sustainable site design

Green construction techniques

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Rain gardens slow the stormwater runoff  from impervious surfaces to 

allow infi ltration back into the soil.

Native plants can reduce the amount of required watering, fertilizing, and 

maintenance. 

Orient the front entrance to be adjacent to the main vehicular and 

pedestrian circulation.

Naturalized detention is used to temporarily store storm stormwater on 

site and release it at a controlled rate. 

A bioswale is used to slow the speed of surface runoff  to allow the 

stormwater to infi ltrate back into the ground.

Orient the front entrance to be adjacent to the main vehicular and 

pedestrian circulation.

New buildings should be oriented to relate to the existing structure.



Circulation and Trails

Route 83 Sub-district Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
differences:

Create new main axes or main street to connect various phases of development.

Align the main vehicular access from Illinois Route 83 with Robert Parker Coffin Road.

Permit only right in, right out access from Aptakisic Road.

Create a 10-12 foot wide multi-purpose trail along the east side of Illinois Route 83 
that is safe and comfortable for pedestrians and cyclists.

Site should be designed to allow future vehicular connection at IL Route 83 and 53 
intersection.

•

•

•

•

•

Route 53 Sub-district Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown.

Circulation and Trails

Historic Core Sub-district Create new roadway network by Fountain Square, 
Stempel Parking Lot , and connection to the Triangle 
Sub-district.

Sidewalks are required through parking lots.

Sidewalks in  private areas should be constructed of 
concrete or clay pavers. Pavers can be installed on a 
gravel base.

Construct a rigid base under all pavers used for vehicular 
routes.

Trails must be 6-10 feet wide and constructed of asphalt 
or concrete. 

Sidewalks and trails must meet current ADA code 
requirements. 

Sidewalks and trails should facilitate major destinations 
and offer a safe and direct means of travel. 

Design sidewalks and trails to provide water run-off and 
avoid puddling. 

New private roadways and sidewalks should conform to 
the standards set in Section 2.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Triangle Sub-district Provide access to the Stempel Parking Lot from the 
Triangle Sub-district with new public roads and 
sidewalks.

Align new roadway entrances with new streets and / or 
parking lot entrances with new streets and parking lot 
connections.

Connect new trails throughout the Buffalo Creek 
floodplain to the Covered Bridge Trail and other regional 
trails.

Well marked sidewalks and crosswalks are required in 
parking lots.

Use concrete or clay pavers for sidewalks. Install pavers 
on a gravel base.

Create concrete or asphalt trails that are 6-10 feet in 
width and meet ADA code requirement.

Connect the Triangle site to other major destinations 
with safe and comfortable trails and sidewalks. 

Design sidewalks and trails to facilitate water run-off 
and avoid puddling. 

No new vehicular connections are permitted between 
Illinois Route 53 and Old McHenry Road.

Design new roadways and sidewalks so they conform to 
the standards set in Section 2 of these Guidelines.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown  Business District
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Buffer Yards, Landscaping, and Screening Requirements

Buffer Yards Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
differences:

Landscape should visually tie adjacent buildings together to establish a continuation 
along street frontage.

Open Space: Detention areas should be designed and planted in a natural manner.

•

•

Landscaping Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Non-native plant species should be limited. •

Screening / 
Scenic Corridor

Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the
below differences:

Scenic Corridor Easement

Route 83 Sub-district: 100 feet from IL Route 83

Route 83 Sub-district: None along Aptakisic Road

Route 53 Sub-district: 100 feet from IL Route 53

Route 53 Sub-district: None along Old McHenry Road 

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown

Planning and Design Guidelines 
Privately-owned Properties, continued 

Business District
Buffer Yards, Landscaping, and Screening Requirements

Buffer Yards Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-9-7, Buffer Yards, 
Landscaping, and Screening Requirements, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed 
below:

Provide premium landscaping elements in all buff er yard.

Place plants or planter pots by main building entrances. Use additional site furnishings / 
landscaping to provide a variety of aesthetically pleasing elements.

Remaining Sides: Locate planting adjacent to building foundations.

Open Space: Plan open spaces with a variety of shade and ornamental trees. Incorporate 
shrubs, grasses, groundcover, perennials, and annuals into planting areas.

•

•

•

•

Landscaping Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-9-7, Buffer Yards, 
Landscaping, and Screening Requirements, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed 
below:

Retain as many existing trees and natural features as possible. Preserve existing vegetation 
that is environmentally beneficial and consistent with Long Grove’s image and identity.

Use native plants wherever possible.

Plant trees, shrubs, groundcover, and perennial plantings in required setback areas.

Use a wide variety of plant materials to provide seasonal interest.

Reinforce the established landscape patterns of existing trees and lawns.

Incorporate mass plantings wherever possible.

A recommended planting list is included in Section 2. Selected plant material should be 
based on hardiness, disease resistance, ease of maintenance, and seasonal interest. 

Use landscaping features that comply with the tree preservation ordinance.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Screening / 
Scenic Corridor

Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-9-7. Buffer Yards, 
Landscaping, and Screening Requirements, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed 
below:

Buffer Plants: Use plantings that contain a minimum of 50% evergreen trees that are 608 
feet tall to allow for year long buffering.

Scenic Corridor Easement

Historic Sub-district: None along Old McHenry Road

Historic Sub-district: None along Robert Parker Coffin Road

Triangle Sub-district: 100 foot from IL Route 53

Triangle Sub-district: None along Old McHenry Road

•

•

•

•

•
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An extensive variety of premium landscape features is highly desirable for 

the Historic Downtown Long Grove.

Planting a variety of perennials and annuals is encouraged.

Triangle Sub-district

Detention areas and buff er yards should incorporate natural forms and 

plant materials. 

Quality landscaping enhances the visual appeal of commercial businesses 

.

Route 83 Sub-district

Route 53 Sub-district



Parking

Parking Lot Layout Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-9-4, Off-Street 
Parking with, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed below:

Use consistent parking dimensions for stall widths, curb to curb distances, and parking 
angles.

Use simple parking lot design and incorporate perpendicular parking wherever possible.

Design parking lots that are paved, striped, and feature delineated curbs and gutters. 
Provide illumination that permits safe and convenient evening use.

Design parking lots to avoid layouts that visually dominate the site . Avoid using dead 
end parking rows.

Provide well marked sidewalks and crosswalks within and between parking lots that are 
safe and comfortable for pedestrians.

Clearly define parking areas and physically separate them from roadways.

Locate temporary parking in private lots throughout the Historic Downtown.

Provide a 2 foot overhang for car bumpers.

Encourage businesses to reserve nearby parking spaces for customers and require 
employees to use the public parking lots.

Design parking lots constructed of asphalt, concrete, stamped concrete, permeable 
pavers, or vehicular pavers on an asphalt setting bed with a concrete underlay defined 
by concrete or granite curbs

Triangle Sub-district, Retail Buildings: No retail parking requirements.

Triangle Sub-district, Residential Uses: Two attached spaces per unit.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Parking Lot Landscape 
and Screening

Parking lots up to 4,500 square feet: Landscape area should equal 8% of the vehicle 
area. 

Parking lots between 4,500 square feet and 20,000 square feet: Landscape area should 
equal 10% of the vehicle area.

Parking lot over 20,000 square feet: Landscape area should equal 12% of the vehicle 
area.

Break up large areas of paving with planting islands that are a minimum 10 feet wide. 
Place trees and shrubs in planting islands located within parking areas.

Plant one tree for every 10 parking spaces. Use a minimum 3 inch caliper.

Set back parking lots 10 feet from adjacent property lines.

Provide high quality landscaping or hardscaping features to screen parking lots from 
public sidewalks. Plant trees in parking lots perimeters to define the boundaries 
between the street and the parking lot.

Use a combination of trees, shrubs, and groundcover within landscape buffers. Locate 
landscape features so that parking lots are screened from adjacent residences.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown Business District
Parking

Parking Lot Layout Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
differences:

No bus parking is allowed.

All parking within 200 feet of the commercial building is to be reserved for customers. 

•

•

Parking Lot Landscape 
and Screening

Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

When parking is adjacent to a residential area, fencing should be included along shared 
property line.

•

Planning and Design Guidelines 
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Permeable paving if preferred for parking lot surfaces.

Parking lot landscape islands provide safe pedestrian access.

Use native plants to help screen a parking lots. Use high quality fencing to screen parking lots from residences

Physically separate parking lots from from roads. Screen parking lots with 

with high quality landscaping materials.

Use landscaped islands in parking lots to visually subdivide and shade 

paved surfaces.



Loading and Services 

Location Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown.

Screening Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Screen service areas and dumpsters from view using high quality fencing, walls, and / 
or landscaping features that are complementary to the primary building and adjacent 
commercial properties.

•

Refuse Enclosures Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown.

Refuse Collection and 
Delivery Times

Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
differences:

Limit pick up / drop off times to 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Do not begin service activities until 7 a.m. on weekdays and 8:00 a.m. on Saturdays. Do 
not allow service activities on Sunday.

•

•

Loading and Services 

Location Locate loading and service areas so they are hidden from street views.

Locate loading and service areas behind or to the sides of buildings and separate them 
from pedestrian traffic. Make sure they do not impede emergency access.

Use group recycling areas wherever possible.

Maintain emergency access at all times.

•

•

•

•

Screening Screen commercial buildings from adjacent residences with walls or landscaping 
features.

Shield roof mounted mechanical equipment from views on all sides.

Screen mechanical equipment, air conditions, and delivery / storage containers from 
view with high quality fencing, hardscaping materials, and / or landscaping features. 

•

•

•

Refuse Enclosures Fully integrate screens for dumpsters into building structures using the same high 
quality materials that are used for the primary building. Or, fully screen service areas and 
dumpsters from view using high quality fencing, walls, and / or landscaping features 
that are complementary to the primary building and adjacent properties.

Create common areas for refuse enclosures wherever possible. Reduce the number of 
collections and multiple service providers whenever feasible. 

•

•

Refuse Collection and 
Delivery Times

Implement restrictions as necessary on deliveries and service times for commercial 
buildings that abut residential areas.

Limit pick up / drop off times to 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Do not begin service activities until 7 a.m. on weekdays and 8:00 a.m. on Saturdays. Do 
not allow service activities on Sundays.

•

•

•

Historic Downtown Business District
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Physically seperate service areas from public areas. 

Fully integrate screens for service areas and dumpsters into a building 

structure or screen them from view with high quality fencing, 

hardscaping materials and / or landscaping features.



Stormwater  Management

Provide adequate stormwater management facilities for new developments within 
the Historic Downtown. Design the facilities that comply with Lake County Stormwater 
Management Regulations while following the basic principles listed below:

Minimizes impervious surfaces and eliminate as much impervious surface as possible by 
installing vegetated roofs or pervious surfaces. 

Locate buildings, roads, and parking away from natural resource areas and soils that 
infiltrate well.

Retain native vegetation and trees where possible. 

Preserve native soil where possible.

Utilize existing topography and plant material of a site to slow, store, and infiltrate 
stormwater.

Protect natural drainage features.

Utilize Best Management Practices (BMP) such as bioretention, bioswales, or permeable 
pavement to help decrease the size of stormwater ponds.

Design detentions areas to be natural in form and planting. Incorporate curvilinear 
edges and appropriate native plantings wherever possible. Use taller plant material 
within detention area buffer plantings that are located adjacent to residences.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown
Stormwater Management

Provide adequate stormwater management facilities for new developments within the 
Business District. Follow the guidelines listed for the Historic Downtown. 

Business District
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Use native plantings in parking islands for stormwater management. 

Use bioswales in planting islands to help fi lter parking lot run-off . Use bioswales in planting islands to help fi lter parking lot run-off .

Incorporate natural forms and plant materials into the design of 

detention areas. 



Long Grove Style

Architecture Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Complement the architectural style of existing buildings within the Historic Downtown 
(complementary styles are not limited to Victorian or Greek Revival).

•

Roofs and Facades Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
additions:

Allow flat roofs in conjunction with gently sloped roofs for office and commercial 
buildings if the roofs are well designed.

Use overhanging roofs wherever possible.

Use green roofs wherever possible.

•

•

•

Building Material Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Decorative concrete masonry units are allowed in the Business District within service 
areas and / or at the rear of the building, hidden from street views.

•

Long Grove Style

Architecture Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 7-2-4, Long Grove 
Style, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed below.

Emphasize street corners with signature architectural design.

Vary the architectural styles of contiguous buildings to reflect the eclectic feel of the 
existing buildings in the Historic Business District.

Emphasize the distinction between fronts, sides, and backs of the buildings with 
architectural design elements and / or building materials.

Incorporate the mass, dimension, scale, materials, facade articulation, roof lines, 
and overall character of the Historic Downtown into the architectural design of new 
structures.

Provide entrances at ground level and insure barrier-free access to building.

•

•

•

•

•

Roofs and Facades Design buildings facades with a base, middle, and top.

Subdivide large facades vertically with windows, columns, or other architectural 
features.

Thoughtfully integrate ornamentation into the overall building design.

Use dormers, skylights, and clerestories to enliven the appearance of roofs.

Do not use false facades or false roof lines.

Do not use mansard roofs.

Do not use vinyl or metal sidings.

Develop a rhythm of design elements, such as alternating windows, to create interest in 
the building’s facade. 

Incorporate widows in front building facade to highlight retail or commercial spaces.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Building Material Use high quality, long lasting building materials (preferred primary building materials 
include stone, brick, and wood).

The following materials are considered inappropriate for the Historic Downtown: 
Concrete block, concrete masonry units, corrugated fiberglass, imitation rock work, and 
mirror or metallized reflective glass. 

Select masonry colors which are compatible with adjacent structures.

Use building materials with warm colors. Trim colors should be contrasting but 
compatible with the building’s color.

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown  Business District
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Emphasize the distinction between fronts, sides, and backs of buildings 

with architectural design elements and / or building materials.

Design building façades with a base, middle, and top.

Use high quality, long lasting building materials.

Use architectural design elements that harmonize with the classical styles 

of existing buildings in the Business District.

Subdivide large façades vertically with windows, columns, or other 

architectural features. 

Use high quality, long lasting building materials.



Lighting  

Parking Lot Lighting Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-9-9, Exterior 
Lighting, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed below.

Parking lot lighting should be adequate to ensure pedestrian and vehicular safety and 
be activated by a photocell. Full public illumination is expected until midnight each day. 

Use dark sky friendly lighting.

Design and orient lighting as not to reflect or shine on adjacent properties. Provide a 
cut-off lens adjacent to residential properties to ensure that light is directed on site.

Parking lot lighting must be design as to not call attention to the parking lot.

Organize, articulate, and enhance the lighting to reinforce the downtown structure. 
Poles should be located in planter islands and perimeter landscape areas.

Remove and replace existing non-conforming units. 

Perimeter poles must be set back a minimum of 2 feet from back of curb.

Parking lots shall have lighting levels in accordance with the latest edition of the 
Illumination Engineering Society (IES) Lighting Handbook.

See Section 2 for specific public lighting requirements. 

Pole and Fixture Color: Black or Dark Brown

Lantern: Dark Sky Friendly

Pole: Decorative Concrete or Metal

Preferred Height: 25 feet  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Pedestrian Lights Light poles are required to be setback at least 2 feet from walkways. 

Use dark sky friendly lighting.

Use white light in pedestrian areas. 

Lighted bollards and other landscape lighting may be placed along pedestrian walkways 
and within the landscape.

Bollards must be located at least 1 foot from pedestrian walkways.

Cut-off reflective lenses are recommended to direct light onto walkways. 

Parking lots shall have lighting levels in accordance with the latest edition of the 
Illumination Engineering Society (IES) Lighting Handbook.

See Section 2 for specific public lighting requirements.

Pole and Fixture Color: Black or Dark Brown

Lantern: Dark Sky Friendly

Pole: Decorative Concrete or Metal

Height: 10-16 feet  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Architectural and 
Seasonal Lighting

Major entry ways should be carefully illuminated.

Illumination should highlight the entry with soft, controlled light.

Building illumination is only allowed in the Historic Downtown.

Seasonal lighting is encouraged to be placed and maintained on buildings and 
landscaping. Seasonal lighting is allowed between November 1 and February 1.

Roof outlining in white lights is allowed year round. Burned out bulbs must be changed 
in a timely manner.

•

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown Business District
Lighting

Parking Lot Lighting Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown.

Pedestrian Lights Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Install pedestrian lights along primary vehicular circulation routes.

Color: Black

Lantern: Traditional Style, with swan style neck

Pole Material: Metal

Height: 12-16 feet

Accessories: Hanging Baskets or Banner Arms

•

Architectural and 
Seasonal Lighting

Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown.
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Traditional fi xture with swan style 

neck is preferred for pedestrian 

lighting in the Business District.

Dark sky light fi xtures are designed to direct lamp light downward and 

outward where it is useful rather than upward.

Box shaped light fi xture is 

preferred for parking lot lighting 

in the Historic Downtown.

Traditional style fi xture is 

preferred for pedestrian lighting 

in the Historic Downtown.
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Site Furnishings

Site furnishings in private areas should closely resemble chosen amenities for public 
areas. See Section 2 for furnishings chosen for public improvements.

When redevelopment projects disturb existing, non-compliant site furnishings, these 
items should be replaced.  

Developments should place benches, trash / ash receptacles, lights, bike racks, and other 
site furnishings in locations where they will be easily accessible to patrons, employees, 
and visitors.

Materials should reflect the style of other Village furniture and be high quality. 

Maintenance and cost effectiveness are influenced by durability and construction 
quality.

•

•

•

•

•

Benches Benches should be located near building entrances, adjacent to walkways, and through 
out any open space. 

Benches should be securely mounted to minimize theft and vandalism.

Bench selection will be approved by the Village of Long Grove. 

When redevelopment projects disturb existing site furnishings, those items should be 
replaced with approved equals.

Colors and materials should complement Historic Downtown architecture and landscape

Length: Should be long enough to accommodate 2 to 3 people comfortably.

•

•

•

•

•

Trash / Recycling / Ash 
Receptacle

Receptacles should be spaced throughout the right-of-way, placing additional 
receptacles near restaurants and other areas of heavy pedestrian use.

Color: Black

Material: Metal

•

Mailboxes Mailboxes located within the Historic Downtown shall be located within the right-of-
way. 

Custom mailboxes may also be installed and must reflect the character of Historic Long 
Grove. 

Custom Mailboxes must be approved by the Village of Long Grove Architectural Board 
and be compliant with any United States Postal Service requirements.

Color: Black

Material: Metal

•

•

•

Historic Downtown
Site Furnishings

Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Site furnishings must complement the development’s architectural character. •

Benches Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
additions:

Benches should be located in pedestrian areas.

Benches may be constructed of recycled material.

Color: Black

Material: Metal

•

•

Trash / Recycling / Ash 
Receptacle

Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Receptacles may be constructed of recycled material.•

Mailboxes Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
additions:

Mailboxes for large commercial development shall be incorporated within the 
commercial building. 

If residential housing utilizes a gang box, it must follow the below requirements.

•

•

Business District
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Custom benches, such as this, are encourage but must complement the 

Historic Downtown’s architecture and landscape.

Existing stone bench in the Historic Downtown.

Benches may be constructed of recycled material.

Receptacles may be constructed of recycled material.

Manufacturer: DuMor

Model: Receptacle 102

Manufacturer: DuMor

Model: Ash Urn 123

Example of desirable group mailbox styles for the Historic Downtown.
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Site Furnishings

Bicycle Racks Bicycle racks may be placed adjacent to benches or building entrances. 

A simple design having little visual impact is preferred.

Bicycle racks must be permanently secured to the ground.

Color: Black or Dark Brown

Material: Metal

•

•

•

 Planters Planters should be located adjacent to the public sidewalks in areas that are not 
conducive to in-ground planting. 

Hanging planters shall also be placed on street / pedestrian lights within the right-of-
way, adjacent to the street. 

Wood planters are prohibited.

Color: Complement architecture 

Material: Clay, concrete, metal or approved equal

•

•

•

Unique Site Amenities Unique site amenities are encourage to be placed in the Historic Downtown.•

Historic Downtown Business District
Site Furnishings

Bicycle Racks Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
additions:

Bicycle racks should be spaced throughout the right-of-way, placed adjacent to benches 
and building entrances.

Style should match the development’s theme and architecture.

Color: Black

Material: Per manufactures regulations

•

•

 Planters Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown.

Unique Site Amenities Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
addition:

Unique site amenities are encourage but not required in the Business District.•

20   Historic Downtown and Business District

Similar to this metal pot, unique, durable, and high quality planters are 

encourage to be placed adjacent to businesses. 

Unique elements may be permanent or seasonal.



Site Furnishings

Fencing Fencing shall be used in the Historic Downtown for 
either decorative or screening purposes.

Decorative fencing should be “open” fencing and may be 
located along the front and side yard property lines.

Screening fencing is only allowed around refuse 
containers.

Color: White, natural wood, or black metal

Material: Wood or Metal

Decorative Height: Varies

Screening Height: Maximum: 8 feet

•

•

•

Decorative and 
Retaining Walls

All walls should be level, with the height of the wall 
varying according to the grade changes.

Color: Complementary to building architecture and 

landscape.

Material: Brick, stone, or other natural material

•

Outdoor Dining Follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove 
Municipal Code, 5-4-5, Special Uses, to the greatest extent 
possible, except as listed below.

Metal fencing shall be placed to define the edges of the 
outdoor dining space. Fencing must have a minimum of 
50% of it’s railing or top of fence covered with planter 
boxes. Planter boxes must include plant material 
throughout the growing season.

The location and arrangement of the dining areas must 
not impede pedestrian or traffic flow or block the access 
to and from the building.

All outdoor furnishings shall be constructed of high 
quality material and must allow for easy removal during 
the winter months or if required by the Village.

No advertising or promotional features are allowed in 
outdoor dining areas.

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown Business District
Site Furnishings

Fencing Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic 

Downtown with the below additions:

Screening fencing is only allowed along the rear property 
line or to screen businesses from residential uses.

Screening Height: Maximum: 8 feet

•

Decorative and Retaining 
Walls

Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic 
Downtown with the below addition:

Decorative modular wall is allowed but must 
complement building architecture and landscape.

•

Outdoor Dining Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic 
Downtown with the below additions:

Table and Chairs

Color and Style: Black and complentary to site

Material: Metal

Optional Accessories: Umbrellas 

Planning and Design Guidelines 
Private Improvements, continued

Table and Chairs

Color and Style: Complementary to existing site

Material: Metal

Optional Accessories: Umbrellas 

Modular block retaining wall

Planning and Design Guidelines   21

Decorative planter f encing Existing white picket fencing

Wood screening fencing

Existing brick bridge and walls Existing brick walls

Brick retaining wall Brick retaining wall

Existing post and chain

Existing table and chairs

Wood screening fencing Wood screening fencing

Brick retaining wall Stone retaining w all

Metal screening fencing



Signage Regulations

Signs Signs shall follow the requirements set forth in the Long Grove Municipal Code, 5-9-5, 
Signs, to the greatest extent possible, except as listed below.

General Requirements

Signs must reflect the historic and eclectic feel of the Long Grove Historic Downtown and 
be integrated within the landscaping and architecture whenever possible.

Creative and unique signs are encouraged.

Signs may not be internally illuminated.

Recommended signs can be illuminated with architecturally appropriate fixtures 
including goose-neck style, carriage style, ground sign up lighting, or other fixtures 
designed to be hidden from view.

Placement

No sign shall be placed more than 12 feet above finished grade at the main entrance of 
the building.

Signs must be placed adjacent to the destination they are intended to serve.

Window signs area allowed but are to cover no more than 20% of the total window 
space.

Colors

A darker background with lighter lettering is encouraged.

Use body colors for awnings and canopies that blend with the building facade.

Materials

Signs should be simple and constructed of high quality materials. 

Signs must be durable, vandal resistant, and designed for easy maintenance.

Suggested materials include painted wood, metal, and stone. 

No particle board or plastic is allowed.

Highly reflective metallic signs are not permitted.

Content

Signs shall be limited to the business name and a maximum or five additional words 
describing the products or services.

Signs may not include an email, web, address, or phone number of the business.

A graphic or symbol may be included on the sign given it is complementary to the 
overall design of the sign. 

Temporary Signs

Temporary signs must comply with Section 5-9-3 of the Long Grove Municipal Code.

Hand lettered or temporary ground stake signs are prohibited.

Daily retail “specials” signs or sandwich board are not allowed to be placed within the 
right-of-way. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Historic Downtown
Signage Regulations

Signs Follow the design recommendations listed for the Historic Downtown with the below 
differences.

General Requirements

Use low-profile signs, which are compatible with the architecture of the building. 

Signage should provide information and direction to direct people without confusion or 
delay. 

Placement

Wall signs should be integrated into the facade of the building or landscape design.

Materials

Materials should complement architecture of the building.

IL Route 83 Monument Signage

Use low-profile signs, which are compatible with the building architecture and site for 
all uses.

Retail, office, service, and entertainment signage should be designed as monument 
signage.

Each development many not have more than one monument sign.

One sign per outlot is allowed. Ground signs of all outlots must not be more than 8 feet 
tall, measured from the final grade to the top of the sign.

Ground signs for development must not be taller than 15 feet, measured from the final 
grade to the top of the sign. 

Lighting

Illuminated signs should only light the letters of the sign, not the background.

Signs can be internally illuminated.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Business District

Planning and Design Guidelines 
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